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 “Raising Dust” - Expanding networks between young rural professionals across the Western and Wimmera districts.

A core group of young professionals from different agricultural sectors in the Western and Wimmera districts of Victoria have begun an initiative to create and expand networks between young rural people. We have named our group “Raising Dust”, as we hope to break new ground in connecting young rural people, create new networking paths and encapsulate the hard working, “gritty” ethos of rural life. The majority of the group members do not originate from the region and believe this type of group will help them develop a sense of community and build strong friendships within the region.

The Raising Dust committee are well underway in planning a launch, envisaged as a formal charity ball, held centrally (Great Western) in December 2007.   We aim to attract 250 attendees, with verbal support already given from other rural youth groups.  This event promises to be a great forum to introduce and promote “Raising Dust” to the wider community. The evening will include entertainment, dancing, refreshments and promotional opportunities, with proceeds going towards mental health awareness and our local CFA units, given the tough times faced by our communities. The primary objective of the ball is to initiate friendships, as well as build our membership base for future events.

Post the launch, we will run informative technical sessions, which may be structured as an annual Agribusiness forum or smaller focus groups based on the needs and interests of our members. In addition, a series of smaller social events are planned throughout both the Western and Wimmera districts for our new membership base. The Raising Dust committee believes that networking both socially and professionally is essential for the longevity of small rural towns and districts.
As a group, we are very enthusiastic about the initiative and opportunity to meet other like-minded people, who choose to live and work in regional Australia. 

Raising Dust aims to create and expand networks between young rural people in the Western and Wimmera districts. To develop friendships and a sense of community amongst young people, who have chosen to live and work in our region. Finally, to provide forums (i.e. charity ball, workshops and seminars) that is both social and informative. 

Target Group:

Young rural people living and working in the Western and Wimmera districts, aged between 18 and 45. This target group includes people involved in agriculture and/or a rural community.  Raising Dust committee aim for 250 attendees at the inaugural ball, with membership included in the ticket purchase.

Evidence of Need:

Raising Dust was formed to fulfill a requirement in the region, as identified by our committee members in consultation with other young people of the surrounding communities. Further discussions with local council have supported the need for strategic planning to retain local talent and encourage young professionals to locate to the Western & Wimmera districts.

